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I have said nothing of attachment to members whom we

hMe only been able to meet at our annual gatherings, and other
Fivate feelings that will cease to be excited if we again become
uclated members of the profession, because it seems to me
"t the question of retiring from a public body should be
aqued on public grounds, and such as are applicable to every
amber; and that it is the duty of those who desire to reform
it to persevere through good report and evil report, as is done
in the arena of politics by men who never dream of throwing
of their allegiance, though their efforts are unsuccessful to the
last. I am, etc., T. OoIER WARD.

Hon. Sec. Metrop. CountieK Branch.
ensngton, Septnbe 13th, 1855.

[As members of the Metropolitan Counties Branch, we must
be allowed to say that we differ toto ccelo from Dr. Ward in
thinking that that Branch, or any Branch, ought to be the
"cahief medico-political instrument of the Association". The
chief, nay, the only legitimate medico-political instrument of
the Association, ought to be a body of representatives freely
-chosen by and from the whole of the members. EDIrro.]

IlEASONS FOR NOT RESIGNING MEMBERSHIP OF
THE ASSOCIATION.

LE=E:R mROM S. H. STEEL, M.B.LoND.
Sm,-I have received, in common, I presume, with the rest

of the York memorialists, a circular from Dr. Cowan and Mr.
Harrinson, inviting' me to join with them in seceding from
the Association, on the grounds stated in his note published
in the current number of the JouR-AL. I have returned this
circular, with an intimation that I decline at present to with-
draw from the Association:

1. Because I still have hope that it may undergo such re-
forms in its constitution as shall give greater stability and effect
to its laws and resolutions.

2. Because I still regard it as the most powerful organisa-
tion possessed by the profession, and which it would be most
absurd rashly to destroy.

8. Because I esteem most highly the useful and pleasant
g Of the Branches, and especially of that to which I

belong.
I have also expressed my dissent from Dr. Cowan's use of

the phrase, " insulting to our London colleagues". The metro-
politan members joined not the " British" but the " Provincial"
Association, and they cannot be insulted by a resolution which
merely preserves the status to which they have already given
their assent.

Sir, I heartily coincide with the principles laid down in the
York memorial, and I deeply regret the resolution which has
driven you from the management of the Journal and of the
business of the Association; though I wiU not add that I
approve fully of every passage of your editorship: but I look
forward with hope to the meeting next year in a locality far
better calculated to call forth a trte expression of the views of
the Association than either York or Lancaster.
I will not conclude without giving utterance to my opinion,

that the circular of Dr. Cowan and Mr. Harrinson is uncalled
for-I had almost used a stronger term. Those gentlemen

* The circular is before us; it is an invitation only to those who concur
In opinion with the subscribers. It runs thus:-

" Reaeding, Sept 12th, 1855.
UDAR SIP.,-If your views are in accordance with the subjoined docu-

ment, will you kindly sign it and forward it by return of post.
"We remain, sir, your faithful and obedient servants,

"CARLzs CowiN, M.D.
IsAAc HARINSON.

"To the Execuie Council of the Provincial Medical and Surgicat
Ascoiation,

We, the undesigned, members of the Provincial Medical and Surgical
Association, believing that the proceedings of the annual meeting recently
hld at York (which involve the removal of the Geueral Secretary from
London to Worcester, and the retention of an exclusive provinciality in the
same and workg of the Asociaton) are opposed to the interests of the
medical profession, insulting to our London colleagues, and directly at va-
aeith= the wishes of a large majority of members, decline to continue con-
ted with the Aociation, and hereby tender our resignations."
The lette which we pubish at p. 878, more ully explains Dr. Cowan's

vim. E}Ds.OL

ar t lierty to take their own come; but they mght as WA
leave me and other member to our own iniiative upon sc a
subject. I em, etc.,

S. H. SmrL.
Abergavny, September lbth, 185L

THE ASSOCIATION RENDERED EFFETE BY THE
YORK MEETING.

LETTER FROX HENRY ALFORD, EsQ.
Srn,-The proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Pro-

vincial Medical and Surgical Association at York have, in my
opinion, so far retrograded as to render the Association effete,
and fit only to be shelved among the useful things of past
times, which have bad their value in their day, but, being of a
stationary nature, while all about them are progressing, become
objects of archaeological curiosity rather than use. With this
feeling, I intend to cease being a member after the end of the
present year. I do this with much regret, as I have been a
member from the formation of the Association, and attended
its Annual Meeting at Bristol; and of late years I had seen
this progress of the Association, and its adaptation to the
changes which the progress of science and facility of inter-
course had rendered necessary. In these days of railways and
electric telegraphs, a mere Provincial Association of an influ-
ential and scientific profession is an absurdity, or, at most,
would be only useful in each separate locality, for the purpose
of bringing members of tlhe profession living near each other
into occasional intercourse; and could be easily accomplished by
the Branches, without their cumbrous and unmanageable bead.

I shall be ready to join a really British Medical Association;
and I hope one will be formed from the dibris of the tottering
Provincial Medical and Surgical Association, which is hastening
to decay. Such an institution, if formed on liberal and catholic
principles, and governed on the true representative principle
(not that fictitious aud mongrel form of " representation" which
was established at York), would be a vast and enduring benefit
to the profession. I am, etc.,

HEN;tY ALFoRa.
Taunton, Augiust 25th, 1855.

REASONS FOR RESIGNING MEMBERSHIP OF THE
ASSOCIATION.

LETTER FROU SAIJEL B. COWAN, ESQ.

S,ni-In common with many others who did not sign the
important memorial presented at our last Annual Meeting at
York, I am miserably disappointed at the retrograde policy
there pursued, and feel hopeless that an Association based on
such narrow-minded and exclusive principles as those there
enunciated, and received with applause by a majority present,
can ever attain the object such a society should have in view-
the union of the medical profession of this country under one
common standard; thus rendering its action what it never yet
has been-practically efficient in its bearing on the social and
political interests of our body.

Since the Oxford meeting, and the very great improvement
in the character and efficienicy of our JOURNAL, I had hoped for
a better state of things: that hope is now effectually dissipated.
If a Provincial Association par exceUence is thought necessary,
by all means let it continue, as the expression of an unenvied
exclusiveness; but, at the same time, let those amongst us who
entertain larger and more catholic views of the profession not
fail to improve the present crisis, by at once advocating, and
aiding by all the means in our power, the formation of a British
Medical Association, which shall hold out the right hand of fel-
lowship to all that legitimately belong- to our ranks; thus esta-
blishing that real unity of action which is essential to the main-
tenance of the moral, political, and social position to which as a
body we are entitled.
Depend upon it, there are numbers, both in and out of the

ranks of the Association, who would rally around such a na-
tional standard; thus forming at once a nucleus of good men
and true as a basis for the proposed union. Comparatively
nothing has been done by the Provincial Association adequate
to the expectations warranted by its age and professed aims:
and what can we now expect from it, when its annual meeting
endorses with applause the close borough system of the Wor-
cester clique, and wishes us to fall back into the self-laudatoty
and sleepy attitude of former years. The time for reform is
come; our old friend is becoming too conservative; and, in self-
defence, we must unite our efforts to prove to the world we a
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_4 the t of the anumal meeting would hav tbem
a body of profonal exclusives, but that we have within

us an expasive sympathy, and a largeness of grasp that desires
to embrae every brother, be he English, Scotch, or Irish, me-
tropolitan or provincial, within one common bond of fellowship.

Requesting that my name may be erased from the list of
members of the Provincial Associaton,

I am, etc., SAMUEL B. COWAN.
Bath, Sept. 7th, 1855.

THE YORK MEETING: HEALING MEASURES.
LETTER FROM W. T. CoLxEt, ESQ.

Sm,-Although I omitted to sign the declaration made by
the 453 members of the Association, my views generally accord
with theirs; especially do I think that the petty jealousies of
''provincialism"' ought to be avoided.

It appears from Dr. Cowan's circular that we are already
divided into two hostile camps; and if we come to actual battle
in the presence of the enemy, we shall exhibit to the world
such a spectacle as could not easily find its parallel, unless we
imagine the troops of Victoria and Napoleon falling on each
other in the very trenches of Sebastopol. Progress, I suppose,
is our object; and, if so, we have to do with an enemy more
powerful than the Czar of all the Eussias, viz., the " Heads of
all the Obstructivenesses" in our profession.
Our Association ouight certainly to be " British "; for we ex-

hibit the characteristics of the three nations to a marked de.
gree. The Scotchman's hand, it has been said, is ever too near
his sword; and we have indeed shown our readiness to fight.
No doubt, while the war lasts, we shall show the obstinate
courage of the English; and in the issue we shall certainly
outdo those well known Irish celebrities, the Kilkenny cats; for
not so much as a tail will be left to either party. Yet I would
say, in the name of common sense, let us pause. Our Sebas-
topol has not yet fallen. Let us wait until it has; and then, if
the hitherto allied forces of the metropolitans and provincials
must fight it out-they must. Let them, however, feel assured
that the result must be full and final destruiction to the peace
of the medical world. The opposing parties, with their rival
Journals, are no doubt already " reekoning their (respective)
chickens", although the process of incubation is scarcely begun:
but have they reckoned how many, like myself, may be tempted
to withdrawv from both parties? The feelings of such men will
not be unlike those of the poor weaver at the close of an unsuc-
cessful Manchester turn out, who exclaims, " A plague on your
snions, in which anything may be found sooner than untity !"
As to the Journals, both the new and the old, there will soon

be an end of them: the only comfort will be, that the Associa-
tion will furnish a capital case for another; I mean the "Asylum
Journal". It might be given under the head of " Suicidal M1a.
nia, induced by Jealousy".

Let me conclude in sober sadness, on account of the presenit
schism. Healing counsels should alone be listened to: and a
wiser course could not, in my view, be adopted than that re-
commended by the West Somerset Branch in the JOURNAT. of
the 14th inst. " They hope that the Executive Council will for
the present suspend the cam-ing out of the York resolutions;
and that they will take such steps as may put them in posses-
sion of the views of the whole Association."

I am, etc., W. T. COLEMAN.
Horshanm, Sussex, Sept. 16th, 1855.

DR. COWAN AND THE YORK MEETING.
LETTER FROM F. H. WOODFORDE, M.D.

SIP.,-I beg that you will direct the following letter to be in.
serted in the forthcoming number of the JOLRNAL.

I am, etc., FRANcIs HENRY WOODFORDE.
Taunton, Sept. 17th, 1855.

"TTo Dr. Cowvan.
"DEAR SIR,-Althongh I agree with you in the main in the

opinions which you have expressed respecting the proceedings
at the York meeting, to which you have invited my signature,
I am not prepared to take the step which you have, that is, to
withdraw from the Association.
" I still hope that the Association will again advance in what I

conceive to be its proper course, and ultimately effect a com-
plete union of the profession, while I fear that the course you
sugest will inevitably lead to permanent hostility and disunion,
suh as it will need at least a generation to obliterate.

"There is one prt of the edings at York on whish my
views differ from yours, that is, as to the union of the okies el
Editor and Seetary in the same person. 1 eannot sewhy
the union of these two offices is essential to the success of the
JouEAL; whereas I have seen, on several ocOasons, that the
very great power wbich such a union gives to the holder, coon
stituting him, as shewn by Sir C. Hastings, Editor, Seoretary,
and Treasurer, may be used detrimentally to the success of the
Association.
"I hope that you may consent, for a time at least, to withdraw

your resignation; or if not, that you will not yet orignate o
join any movement for the establishment of another Association,
a step which, I cannot help thinking, would retard the objecW
we mutually have in view far more seriously than even the pro-
ceedings at York. ' I am, dear sir, faithfully yours,

" F&kNcis HENRY WOODFORDE.
"Hon. Sec. West Somerset BracA.

"Taunton, Sept. 17th, 1855."

TREATMENT OF INVERSION OF THE UTERUS.
SECOND LETTER FitOx T. WIGI.SWOTwr, EsQ.

Sni,- I shall be obliged by your allowing me a small space
in your JOURNAL for the purpose of correcting a misapprehension
of a statement contained in my former letter, and also of cor-
recting some of the assertions made by Mr. Borham in his
letter.

First, From the words, "a case is recorded in which the
womb was extirpated fourteen days after delivery, and the
woman did well", Mr. Borham comes to the conclusion that the
extirpation was perfornmed with the knife. In this he is in
error; the extirpation was etlected by ligature; but supposing
that my words might have seemed ambiguous, the fact of their
havinig been quoted in connection with an operation by ligature
would have led anyone of ordinary understanding to conclude
that ligature was the course adopted. All Mr. Borham's re-
marks, therefore, founded upon this error, fall to the ground.

Secondly, cases of inversion of the uterus may either be
simple, or there may be, in addition, a state of prolapsus, in
which latter case the uterus presents itself externally, dragging
and inverting the vagina along with it. But that this super-
added state of prolapsus is not essentially a part of the disease,
we need go no further for proof than the two cases last reoorded
in the JOURNAL, viz., Dr. Merriman's and Mdr. Coats'. In the
former, the lady had connexion with her husband; and in the
latter, the speculum was made use of; neither of which acts
could have been accomplished had the organ been inverted and
prolapsed externally. I should conclude that, when this state
of prolapsus occurs, it is mainly caused by improper interfer-
ence, rather than merely by inversion arising purely from re-
laxation. It follows, therefore, that the neck of the uterus is
not in all cases fully exposed to view; and, in the cases which
I have found recorded in our medical literature, not even in
the majority.

In my former letter I mentioned that " if the uterus had
been inverted for some time, and had become greatly diminished
in size, and the cavity closed, you might amputate with the risk
of hbemorrbage." 1 was thus giving Mr. Borham the advan-
tage of the only case in which the operation which he proposes
could be performed with safety; but I drew attention to the
fact that the contiguous sides of the peritoneum might not unite,
and you might consequently have protrusion of the boweL
Professor Gedding's case is, therefore, confirmatory of this
view; but he goes a step further than Mr. Borham, and applies
a ligature, by which the opening to the peritoneal cavity is
closed, and protrusion of the bowel is prevented. Bnt as the
risk of protrusion of the bowel increases, the nearer you i
to the time of the accident, I not only disapprove of Mr.
Borham's operation, but think its evil consequences are very
mulch increased by operating "as soon as a woman recovers
from the shock of her accident and confinement." As Mr.
Borham finds faults with my interpretation of the time, will he
give us his definition of the above quoted words?

Mfr. Borham not having given any case, either from his own
experience or from that of anyone else, I will trouble you with
a case in which amputation was performed after the manner
advocated by that gentleman; it is recorded in the Lancet of
3rd December, 1836. I may, perhaps, premise that the invr-
sion had been of six years standiDg : that the uterus wi, in
addition, prolapsed, being "wholly external to the parts of
generation;" that it had been decided at first to remove the
tumour by ligature, but that process not going on with sfi.imt


